Elongated cells derived from rat mammary cuboidal epithelial cell lines resemble cultured mesenchymal cells in their pattern of protein synthesis.
Two-dimensional gel electrophoresis has been used to identify polypeptide patterns characteristic of rat mammary cuboidal epithelial cells or mesenchyme-derived cells. Elongated cells and cell lines derived from cloned cuboidal epithelial cells in culture possess a polypeptide pattern which resembles that of the cultured mesenchymal cells rather than that of the cuboidal epithelial cells from which they were derived. These elongated converts also resemble cultured mesenchymal cells in possessing a Triton-insoluble matrix in which vimentin and not prekeratin predominates.